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CONGRATULATIONS TO THE THOUSAND! 
HISTORIA MATHEMATICA aspires to be, and perhaps already is, 
the professional journal of the world community of history of 
mathematics and the focus of communi>ation between it and the 
wider communities of mathematicians, historians of science, and 
others interested in the history of mathematics. 
There are about lo3 scholars throughout the world teaching 
or doing research in the history of mathematics. They are the 
heirs of a long tradition which goes back beyond Eudemus, who 
flourished in the 4th century B.C., and includes among its 
practitioners many of the great mathematicians. By the late 19th 
century, it had a substantial literature and place in mathemat- 
ical bibliography. Several specialized journals (Boncompagni's 
Bulletin0 (1868-1887), Moritz Cantor's Abhandlungen (1877-1913), 
Enestrbm's Bibliotheca Mathematics (1884-1915) and Gino Loria's 
Bollettino (1898-1917)) focused an intensive activity and collect- 
ed rich sources for future workers. But after World War I, with 
the new growth of general history of science and the founding of 
broad journals such as Isis, the historians of mathematics seem 
to have become less visible. The literature was more than ever 
scattered in the journals of mathematics, education, populariza- 
tion, and the general history of science. In the sixties the 
continuing tradition, which had been kept alive by a number of 
distinguished workers, enjoyed a revival whose most notable 
feature was a rapid increase of interest in the mathematics com- 
munity. At the same time, history of science had developed suf- 
ficiently in size and maturity to support specialized journals. 
At the Twelfth International Congress on the History of 
Science at Paris in 1968, RenQ Taton and A. P. Yushkevich 
suggested the formation of a sub-commission on the history of 
mathematics to consider the founding of a specialized journal. 
The Commission was formed the following year and initiated 
discussion by correspondence. It met for the first time at the 
International Congress of Mathematics in Nice in 1970. At the 
Thirteenth International Congress on the History of Science in 
Moscow in 1971, it was made permanent, an executive committee 
was appointed, and definite plans for the journal were formulated. 
The following three years were devoted to establishing communica- 
tions, publishing a world directory, and preparing for the birth 
of the new journal. The story is recorded in the five issues 
(Nov. 1971-June 1973) of the newsletter HISTORIA MATHEMATICA. 
In its pages and by extensive correspondence, consensus was 
reached on many problems. Others will be worked out in practice. 
With the first issue of HISTORIA MATHEMATICA, the COmiSSiOn, 
its executive committee, the editors, collaborators, and many 
other colleagues have reached a milestone in the development of 
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history of mathematics as a scholarly discipline. It is impos- 
sible here to acknowledge individually all those who have helped 
with advice, subscriptions, donations, refereeing, reviews, and 
in many other ways, but I wish to record the essential contribu- 
tion of Constance M. Gardner who was our business manager and 
editorial assistant from the beginning until July 1973. 
I hope that the journal will prove sufficiently useful to 
assure its continued existence and high quality. This, of course, 
depends on the continued participation of colleagues throughout 
the world, their ability to provide a flow of papers and other 
contributions, their success in obtaining subscribers, and the 
willingness of a few to take over the work that has inevitably 
been centralized in the beginning but must not remain so if 
HISTORIA IYATHEMATICA is to be truly the international journal of 
our profession. 
OUR SITUATION AT PRESS TIME 
As we go to press with the first issue, HISTORIA MATHEMATICA 
has about 700 paid up subscribers from thirty-nine countries. 
Eighty percent of these are from English-speaking countries. 
Sixty-one percent are individuals. 
Our financial situation assures publication for the first 
year. However, continuation calls for more subscriptions, 
especially from libraries. 
We have several excellent manuscripts being prepared for 
printing and others being refereed, but there is no backlog. We 
need a steady flow of manuscripts. 
We are making a good start in covering the world literature 
in the Abstracts department. However, we need the cooperation 
of all colleagues in sending reprints and/or autoabstracts. We 
need volunteers who can cover one or more journals promptly. 
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